THE FIVE TALL SONS OF PANDU

PANDU was the monarch of the ancient kingdom of
the Kurus, which lay partly along the upper course
of the River Ganges and partly in the basin of the
Jumna ; and he was the father of five taUjsons.

The eldest son, Yudhishthir, was famous for his
wisdom and his unfailing observance of religious
rites ; the second, Bhima, was a warrior known far
and wide for his valour; Arjun, the third, was also
distinguished for his bravery, and especially for his
skill with the bow ; and the two youngest brothers,
Nakula and Sahadeva, were worthy of the kinship of
the others, whom they strove to imitate in all that
was manly and virtuous.

Now the time came when Pandu grew tired of
his royal duties, and spent a great deal of his time in
the forest like a hermit. The government, therefore,
passed into the hands of his brother Dhrita-rashtra,
who was blind, and who had no less than a hundred
sons, among whom Duryodhan was the eldest.
One day news came to the palace that Pandu had
met his death in the forest, and his brother became
king in fact; but the five tall sons of Pandu remained